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suBsect: VISIT OF OTTO VON HENTIG TO DHAHRAN 


—-, fhe 3 ae 
FET ps 
This Consulate General has learned that a German, sometimes» > | 


styling himself "Ambassador" Otto Von HUentig, visited thé“Dhahran 
area on January 26, 1955, and wa expecting to depart toMidda on 
the afternoon of January 29. Cur™information concerning-Von Hegtig 
comes from Aramco sources. Von hentig operated as a German agent 

in Afghanistan in World War I and later wrote a book about his 
adventures there. After the war he served in the German diplomatic 
service at a number of Middle Eastern posts including Cairo. During 
World War II he claims to have had an argument with Hitler subsequent 
to which Von Hentig resigned and went to serve with his regiment on 


but quite vigorous, 

In Dhahran he stayed at the SAG hotel at the airfield. e said 
he was on a mission for King Saud, who personally instructed him to 
go to Dhahran, look around and bring back a report to the King. Von 
Hentig said his introduction to the King was made by Jamal Husayni 

: and thaf7at least one occasion he had a talk alone with the King, 
Husayni being the only other verson present and acting mainly as 
interpreter. If true, this is an interesting indication of the 
current standing of woth Von ilentig and Husayni at the Royal Court. 


The Aranco source of this inforuation had talked to Von Hentig 
at the Research Office of Aramco in Dammam and then entertained him 
at dinner on the evening of January 23. He had the impression from 
Von Hentig's remarks that Von dentig still has some tie with the 
West German Government and is in a position where "German reports 
from the Middle East pass across his desk", The Aramco source will 
undoubledly be making a full report to his superiors, and, if the 
Department feels that more information would be useful, the Consulate 
General can follow up this brief despatch. 


For the Consul General: 


CO ee ee ee 


Grant V. McClanahan 
Consul 


| cc: AmEmbassy, Jidda 
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Saudi Government Combats Subversion oy 





SUBJECT: 


eo 


es Sl 


| cae 
During recent weeks there have been several incidents which lca hei 
ed sensitivity of the Saudi Government to subversion. The picture is no 


but certain parts, seemingly within the frame, can be seen. yy a _ 


The Embassy, according to information presently available, aschibes ae govertia, 
ment's anti-subversive campaign to the following causes: 


1) the regBipt by eae 
highly placed persons in this country of an offensive leaflet which attacked the 
present regime, and 2) the presence in Saudi Arabia of alleged members of the. Parl 
Populaire Syrien which opposes the present Syrian Government and hence the ESS pact 
and which advocates a "Natural Syria't—-a concept counter to basic Saudi\policy. pu 


The Embassy has no evidence that the PPS was responsible for the leaflet, but 
the party is regarded as one and, at the present writing, the most likely of the 

suspected sources. Others less immediately suspect but parts of the over-all mosaic, 
are disgruntled Saudis and, as always, commnist fishers in troubled waters. 


Copies of the leaflet were received by Saudi addressees, particularly officials, 
about April 15. 


There is good evidence that they were printed in Beirut and mailed 
from Damascus and Aléppo. Less well confirmed supplementary report has it that 
packets of copies, presumably for broader distribution, were sent, or to have been 


sent, via Saudi Airlines from Beirut, "proof" _of this being that the Airlines agents 


in both Beirut and Dhahran are said to have been meticulously investigated by Saudi 
Government representatives. 


There is enclosed one photostatic copy of the leaflet in Arabic » together with 
an English translation. It would be appreciated if the photostat would be examined 
in the Department by intelligence specialists for evidence of communist drafting 


which, to this office, is not apparent. The conclusions of such an examination 
would be helpful to the Embassy in following the matter. 


an 


CCOUR? BUvESH 2 
As reported in the Embassy's telegram: under reference, the leaflet is in the 
form of an appeal to "all freedom-loving patriots." It begins: "Corruptiok has 


spread far and wide and the wicked are increasing in their disregard toy ‘the inter- . 


ests of the country and its people. >What are you,/fdLow comtrymans.e, —_ 
about it?" 


| ‘ ' Further along in the "appeal" it is claimed: "Half (the country's ot is rd 
sistaln/eaty pl a 
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rown Prince, and the rest goes into the pockets of thieves. You and your country 
are left empty—handed."' The question then asked is: "Have you sharpened your sword 
and gottan ready your weapons for the day of revenge and participation in a sound 

government...?" 


squandered by the spendthrift King, one third goes to his.faithless and treacherou 
C 


In addition to the leaflet and the alleged PPS members residing in the country, 
the Aramco employees' boycott of Vompany buses, which began in Abqaiq on April 21 
(Dhahran's telegram 157 of May )), may have played a part in alerting the govern- 
ment to subversive activities. 


The Saudi Government reacted in the following ways: 


With regard to the leaflet King Saud no doubt sent large sums of money into 
Lebanon and Syria to trace its origin. Last fall, it will be recalled, His Majesty, 
stated to the Ambassador that he was spending 600,000 liras in tracing the communist 
leaflet which had been distributed in al-Hasa. (Embassy telegram 138, October 1 and 
Dhahran's despatch 12, August 25). 


On April 17 it was learned that the following three persons were being question- 
ed in Riyadh (reportedly under third degree) in connection with subversive activi- 
ties: Nash'at Shaikh al-Ard (a Syrian, Saudi Arabian Airlines agent in Damascus, 
and brother of Dr. Midhat Shaikh al-Ard who was personal physician to the late King); 
(first name unknown) Qabbani (a Syrian and a father-in-law of Shaikh ’Abdullah 
Sulaiman, ex-Finance Minister); and Sirag Zahran (a Saudi merchant in Jidda of 
Hejazi origin, formerly a henchman of Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman). These persons 
were released about May 8. 


On April 30 "Voice of the Arabs"'(Cairo broadcasting station) announced that 
the Saudi Government issued an order barring entry of PPS members and providing 
for the deportation of those members of the party resident in Saudi Arabia. No 
public announcement of this "order" was made in Saudi Arabia. 


On May 2 it was learned that the following persons had been arrested and taken 
to Riyadh for questioning: Abdul Aziz bin Mu'tammar (Director General of the Labor 
Department, with headquarters in the eastern -province of al-Hasa; A.U.B. graduate 
son of a distinguished Nejdi, now deceased, Royal Counselor); Faisal Mubarak (a. 
Nejdi, member of the Legislative Council and prominent in the activities of the 
"Society for Enforcement of Ethics and Elimination of Vice", former teacher in the 
Fellah School, Jidda); Khalif al-Husaini (an Egyptian, Legal Adviser to the 
Council of. Ministers); and Muhiyaddin Na'maani (a Lebanese, proprietor of a Jidda 
auto repair shop). 


On May 5 H.R.H. Prince Abdullah al-Faisal, Minister of Interior, and Shaikh 
Abdul Rahman al-Sudairi, Governor of Jidda, called prominent citizens to meetings 
in Mecca and Jidda respectively to convey a special warning from the King on 
dangers of subversion and to ask that they report any suspicious activities to 
the authorities. 


Semi-official Al-Bilad al-Sandiyeh of May 8 denounced the PPS in the follow- 
ing terms: "The PPS endeavored to e itself a government within the government 


| covrromra, | 
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(in Syria)...As evidence of its cooperation with colonialism, we point to its 
statement three months ago during the critical times of the struggle between 
those who favor the Turk-Iraqi pact ax those who favor the new Arab pact when | 
the PPS explained its cooperation with foreign pasts...Worst of all, documents 
found at the party's headquarters show its acknowledgement of Israel as a 
sovereign nation." 


It was learned that, on May 9, 20 Aramco employees were arrested in Dhahran 
and held for deportation on the charge of membership in the PPS (8 Jordians, 
7 Lebanese, 3 Syrians, and 2 Palestinians). 


The Mecca daily again on May 11 commented on the PPS. Excerpt: "The PPS 
committed that political crime——the assassination of Colonel Adnan Malki who was 
considered one of the first to protest colonialist pacts." 


On May 18, 68 alleged members of the PPS were deported from al-Hasa province. 
(Dhahran's telegram 176, May 17) 


During King Saud's brief visit to Jidda and Mecca—May 18-21—-it was noted 
that His Majesty was more heavily guarded in public than he had been last year. 
It was reported that in Mecca, contrary to previous custom, the area around the 
Kaabah was cleared of all worshippers and ringed with security guards before the 
King performed the prescribed ritual. 


COMMENT: This train of events still leaves to be clarified the questions of 
whether the Saudi Government has more evidence of subversive activities than the 
distribution of the leaflet and to what extent the PPS, communists, or disgruntled 
Saudis may be implicated. 


Since drafting the foregoing, two reliable reports of a number of arrests among 
Saudi Army officers in Taif have been received. One has it there are to be nine 
executions (or pardons) upon the King's arrival there this week, for subversive 
writings found among their papers. If the hypothesis of PPS activities, offered in 
the opening paragraphs of this despatch, be sustained,these officers might, within 
such hypothesis, be members of a PPS cell. formed among younger Saudis who have 
studied or had military training abroad. 


For the Ambassador: 


/ reo. a la sii 


/ 


as jf Fa Alfred le S. J 
fpif é Counselor of Embassy 
mrotogureas (J 
1) One photostatic copy of leaflet 


2) Translation of leaflet 


Dept. please pass: Arab capitals, London, Dhahran, Kuwait. 
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a AN APPEAL FROM THE HEART OF THE KA'EAH TO 


ALL FREEDOM=LOVING PATRIOTS 


Corruption has spread far and wide and the wicked are increasing in thats 
disregard for the interests of the country and its people. What are you, fellow 
countryman and sincere supporter of your homeland and your religion, doing about 
ib? Your deluded rulers have scoffed at what you hold sacred, allowing themselves 
things which they have forbidden to you and your fellows. Do you know, my brother, 
that strong, active youth is wiped out when joined with disease, poverty, hunger, 
lack of clothing, deprivation, and negligence. Turn to your left and to your right 
and you will find great palaces, signs of sumptious living, and luxury side by 
side with filthy hovels in which your sons live while your relatives grovel for a 


grain of worthless rice. Their lot will be beatings at the hands of the slaves of 
the slaves. 


Do you know, my brothers, that hundreds of palaces are now being built in 
Medina, Jiddah, Riyadh, Tayif, and Dammam for a rash, stupid King devoid of dignity 
in whom you see the shadow of a man who cares only for satisfying his appetites, 


providing for his comfort, and piling up estates for his children, wives and con- 
cubines. 


Thieves do their stealing openly, shamelessly enjoying his protection and 
patronage. If this is not so, what has happened with Musli, Fahum, Muhammad Riza 
and many other traitors and thieves like them? 


Do you know, my brother, that Crown Prince Faisal, who is Supposed to be 
upright and blameless, is,having palaces built for him worth tens of millions and 
that when he goes hunting he takes with him three hundred tents, and hundreds of 
automobiles and dancing girls as playmates. His agents come and go, getting what 
he wants from the storehouses of Minister of State Sharbatli, who yesterday was 
the object of his speaches, his disapproval, and his stinging criticism whik® at 
the same time was his closest confidant and adviser. What happened? Are they 
approaching senility and decay, or toward what precipice are they being driven? 


Can you fail to notice that the King is aurrounded by a circle of thieves and 
spies and has been kept behind locked doors with the result that none can reach 
him except those passed by Faisal's henchmen in the Hijaz? 


Have you not heard of the famous camel-bargaining story? The meaning—as the 
saying goes--is in the heart of the poet. 


No doubt you have read that your country's income is no less than 1,300,000,000 
riyals, that half of it is squandered by the spendthrift King, that one third goes 


to his Faithless and treacherous Crown Prince, and that the rest goes into the 
pockets of thieves. 


You and your country are left empty-handed. 


_ What have you done and what are you doing? | 
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; Have you sharpened your swords and gotten ready your weapons for the day of 
r 


evenge and participation in a sound government for a homeland we are proud of 
and hold dear? 


Everything is possible when hearts filled with loathing draw near to each 
other. 


The Minister of Finance and National Economy has stated that the debts of the 
State are SR 600,000,000,that a committee has been formed to liquidate these debts, 
and experts brought in from abroad for it. But what is really remarkable is that 
the rights of the extremely wealthy are immediatély granted to them without delay, 
while the debts owed (by the State) to the poor, who cannot afford bribery, are 
referred to the Liquidation Committee—that is, to their final burial place. 


What has taken place in the Onassis case indicated the complete readiness of 


those in control to sacrifice the high interests of the country for their own vile 
personal,,interests. 


Dear fellow countryman, the wide distribution of these publications among 


all classes of the people will make plain that you are sincere and are sparing 
no effort (in this cause). 





1 CONFIDENTIAL, 











| | “DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 
~ _ ir Pouch _ ___ |_ CONFIDENTIAL 


PRIORITY (Security Classification) — ZF SEar aes ‘Rpd ous 
FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH 














FROM: 4merican Embassy, Jidda, Saudi Arabia a3 i 
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TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. ee e 9, 


ee si Jil gg 
REF : Embassy'# despatch 187, May 31; Departments aLg3)? io <i rh, 7 
ACTION DEPT. 
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suBJect: Further Information on Anti-Subversive Measures by Saudi Government Bern - 
Lorndarm-y~ Chulucr- Amman B lank~-7 
The Embassy discussed in its despatch under reference the first evidences of the 
Saudi Government's heightened sensitivity towards subversive activities, and reported 
the distribution in this country of a leaflet which attacked the regime. In connec- 
tion with the leaflet, the Ambassador had opportunity to convey the Department's 
comment contained in its instruction A-83 of June 23, i.e. the lack of indication 


that the leaflet is of commnist origin, to Royal Counselor Khalid Abu al-Walid who 
was grateful for being so informed. 


*V9S8L- 


oy peer” 


The despatch under reference also made mention of the initial reports of a sas 
of arrests among Saudi Army officers in Taif. The following is an account of events 


from that stage as seen by the Embassy after sifting and piecing together various 
reports. 


Arrests of Saudi Army Personnel at Taif 


g¢s9c-L/esg 


The most complete of several versions of the story of these arrests was that 


_ given us by -well-informed Pakistan Ambassador Khwaja Shahabuddin, substantially as 
follows: 


There was, within the Saudi Army, a reform group, possibly involving 
as many as one hundred officers and men, whose activities had been in 


progress for some time. A Lt. Colonel Ghanim Mudayah Ghamdi is said to 
have been the head of this movement. Reportedly, the plan envisaged a 
six-year military rule to be followed by the gradual introduction of 


democratic methods. As in Egypt, each of the leaders is supposed to have 
had a post picked out for him in a new regime. 


About May 1, during the month of Ramadhan, one of the officers of the 
movement betrayed it to Crown Prince Faisal who instructed the officer to Q 
contime his association with the malcontents and "keep us,informed." It O 
is suspected that this report to Prince Faisal was at least partial reason 
for the King's hurried trip to Taif from Riyadh some two weeks later, an 
unusual departure from custom during the Muslim adele of = 


The King paid considerable attention diving the brief visit to the 
Saudi Army units stationed at Taif. He told his troops: "Do not consider 


me as your King, but as your father and brother." His Majesty then made the 
gesture of granting to each soldier a bons of one month's pay from the ad 
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— It was two days before the 'Id al-Fitr (May 20) that government — 
Security agents raided the quarters of suspected army personnel, and 


reportedly made fifteen arrests among officers and non-commissioned 
officers. Most of these were educated and trained in Egypt, shough 
perhaps two or three were said to have had American training. Colonel 
Zaim“al-Abdeddin and Colonel Awartani, both formerly assigned to 
Dhahran Air Field, were specifically mentioned. 


On June 6 the King again returned to Taif; this time with his full entourage, 
travelling overland from Riyadh, as it had been earlier announced he would do 
after thé 'Id. His Majesty was reported by the semi-official Al-Bilad al-Saudiyah 
to have distributed to the towns and tribes enroute the considerable sum of one 
million Saudi Riyals. ‘ . 


About the time of the King's arrival, the Court Martial of the arrested 
army personnel took place umer.the presidency of General Ibrahim Tassan, highest 
ranking Saudi military personality. One enlightening incident was reported by 
the Embassy's Arab Consultant: Prince Mishaal, liinister of Defense and Aviation, 
appeared at-the trial and demanded of the prisoners: "Which one of you thinks 
he is Gamal Abdul Nasser, and which one Saleh Salem?" 


Other reports had it that, of six actually brought to trial, five were 
convicted and that, of these five, one committed suicide, two were given terms 
of fifteen years' imprisonment, and two were semtenced to be executed subject 
to royal confirmation. The latter were believed to have had their sentences 
commted to "imprisonment of unspecified duration"=-=possibly to avoid adverse 
publicity which might arise were the executions to have been carried out. In 
any event, it is now generally accepted that no executions took place. 


The King began on June 20 a ten-day tour through the mountainous Ghamid- 
Zahran area south-east of Taif where he visited his people and distributed 
the customary royal gratuities. Observers in Jidda attached some significane 
to the King's visit to the Ghamid district as the Saudi Army obtains a large 
number of recruits from among its inhabitants; and it is to be noted that the 
Colonel Ghamdi, whoy according to the Pakistani Ambassador's account, was head 
of the movement, takes his name from the region. 


Saudi Press Comment on "Disturbances" 


Seemingly significant in point of time, but not relevant only to army 
matters, was the appearance in the sani-official Al-Yilad al-Saudiyah on May 
29 and 30 of two articles catigating "certain Lebanese and Iraqi newspapers 
(for claiming) that there are serious disturbances through-out the Saudi 
country, and that hundreds of liberal thinkers have been thrown into jails." 
Translations of these articles are a asian 


The article of May 29 was entitled "Official Announcement", and, after 
a denial of the above charges, stated: "(His Majesty's Government) asks at 
the same time, what is there in the arrest of two persons who were accused of 
communist activities? They were arrested pending completion of the investiga- 
tion. If they be convicted, justice will take its course." General surmise is 
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that the two persons mentioned are Abdul Aziz bin Mu'ammar, former Director | 


General of the Labor Department in the Eastern Province, and Faisal Mubarak, | 
former member of the Legistative Council. . 


The Embassy has no information by which to judge the accuracy of such an 
accusatj-n, except, that, according to its well-informed Arab Consultant and 
other generally creditable sources, it has wide credence in Saudi #ircles. 
Mutammar, it may be added, is a graduate of the American University of Beirut 
and son of the late King's most trusted Nejdi counselor. 


"We Challenge" was the headline of Al-Bilad's May 30 article which, the 
Embassy learned from a reliable source, had Royal Diwan approval. The offer was 
made to permit any Arab press mission to travel through Saudi Arabia to investi- 
gate alleged disturbances, The challenge was a blunt invitation to Iraq to do 
the sameg permit a press mission "to enter (Iraqi) prisons and contact the tens 
of thousands of old and young Iraqis who are the leaders of liberal Arab thinking." 


On June 9 Al-Bilad published anéther article in the same vein as that of May 
30, i.e. that reports in the Lebanese and Iraqi press of disturbances in Saudi 
Arabia were slanderous and completely false. 


Ikhwan. al-Mujahidin Made Independent of Defense Ministry. 


By Regal Decree of May 27 (published in Al-Bilad June 7) His Majesty 
appointed. Shaikh Abdullah bin Faisal al-Farhan as Chief of the Ikhwan al- 
Mujahidin (tribal irregulars) "to supervise their affairs, to be responsible 
for them, and to inform us of their affairs." The decree noted that the number 
of the Mujahidin is increasing, and made reference to "the effectiveness of its 
work since the entablisment of our kingdom." A translation of the decree is 
enclosed. 


This, in effect, appears to have removed the Mujahidin from the control of 
the Ministry of Defense, and to have set up the irregular military force as an 
independent organization, new called the National Guard (Arabic: al-Haris al- 
Watan), directly responsible to the King. It appears that the King's action 
was designed, in part at least, to make the Mujahidin a more effective counter- 
weight to the army. Report had been current in Saudi circles that,owing to 
facts brought out or suspected as a result of the Taif trial mentioned above, His 
Majesty "had lost confidence in the Army" as the mainstay of the Throne. 


This report was also current at Dhahran where two camps of Mujahidin were 
set up in June. Each was several hundred strong, ome on the Dhahran—Ras Tanura 
road and the other close to Aramco's "Dhahran Camp" on the road to Abgaiq. 
Speculation connected this move with incipient labor troubles (see Dhahran 
Consulate General despatch 93 of June 1) and with the incarceration of Director 
General of Labor Mu! ammar,. 


Incident Involving Muslim Brethren 


A curious incident also reported by the Embassy's Arab Consultant and cm- 
firmed in some details by other sources, involved the Saudi security police, a 
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member of the Muslim Brethren, and Syrian Ambassador Omar Baha~eddin al-Amiri. 


| 


—_— 3) Translation of Royal Decree of May 27 


In outline, an Egyptian army officer,member of the Muslim Brethren, arrived 
without visa at Jidda airport whence the Syrian Mébassador, apparently apprised 
in advance, had him spirited away to his embassy building where the Egyptian 
remained in seclusion while the security police of Prince Abdullah bin Faisal, 
Minister of Interior, kept the building wnder close surveillance. After a few 
days the Egyptian ventured out of his sanctuary and was arrested by the police. 
Shortly thereafter he was released, it is said, by order of the King. 


The Embassy's tentative opinion is that the King's wish is to maintain good 
relations with the Bréthren, while Prince Abdullah Faisal is mindful of his 
responsibility to protect Egyptian Prime Minister Nasser from potential assassins 
during the pilgrimage. The Syrian Ambassador himself is known to have said on 
several occasions, before and since this incident, that he feared a second attempt 
by an extremist Brother against Nasser's life. 


The Syrian Ambassador's part in the affair is explained by his close connec- 
tions with the Muslim Brethren in Syria (Damascus despatch 156 of October 11, 195). 
Incidentally, his relations with Saudi officials after ten months in Jidda are re- 
ported not to be of the best. Apparently the Ambassador has caused gome antagonism 
by his readiness to expound his views a of how fitting they might be on 
a particular occassion. 


COMMENT: While the relative seriousness of internal difficulties, real or 

» may have lessened, the Saudi Government is showing no signs of becaning 
less alert to the possibilities of subversion, Within the past week there have 
been reports that security police authorities in the cities of the Hejaz have 
rounded up another two to three score persons suspected of communist connections 
or of being’ affiliated with the PPS or the Muslim Brethren and have deported 
(according to the Lebanese Minister) a half dozen "foreign" Arabs, including 
two Lebanese. Reportedly, this action followed a visit by a leading official 
of the Egyptian Intelligence Service, who came to Jidda in connection with security 
preparations for Prime Minister Nasser's participation in the pilgrimage. 


The effect of these developments on the King's attitude towards communism could 
be significant. Heretofore, it has. seemed to foreign observers he@ that His 
Majesty perceived only dimly the direct, internal threat which communism posed to 
his throne md kingdom. That this is no longer the case im best added credence 
by His Majesty's remarks to Ambassador Wadsworth on July 10 (Embassy despatch 8 
July 18) and by the position he was reported to have taken in Enbassy telegram: 

39 of July 25. 


For the Ambassador: 


fitch Leer 


a \ Robert Aj Stein 
tnt Assistant Attache of Egbassy 
Enclosures :/. si 
1) Translation of Al-Bilad article of May 29 
2)-Translation of Al-Bilad article of May 30 
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Al-Bilad al~Saudiyah 
3 


An Official Announcement 


Certain Lebanese and Iraqi newspapers. have concoated and published news 
that certain events have taken place in the Saudi Kingdom. This they did 
purposely to revile and disfigure the reputation of the Saudi Kingdom and people, 
which are in the view of the Arabs and all Muslims, in a strong position and can=- 
not be slandered,. 


They have alleged that H.M. the King threatened the Hejazi and Hasawi people, 
and hurled hundreds of them into prisons; and allegation denied not only by every 
Saudi but also by people all over the world, because this was never the policy 
of the Saudi Government, 


; On the contrary, we find that the sincerity and lpyality in the heart of 
every Saudi towards His Majesty is reciproacted by the Kings with complete kind- 
ness towards his people; watching as he does over their interests and leading 
them towards things useful for them and their country. As his good ancestors 
were accustomed to doing, he manages the affairs of the people and urges them to 
adhere to the teachings of the Holy Book and the Sunnah. 


The Government of H.M. the King announces its denial of this news which 
“was concocted and published by parties interested in spreading harmful news. 


It asks at the same time, what is there in the arrest of two persons who 
were accused of Communist activities? They were arrested pending completion 
of the investigation. If they be convicted, justice will take its course. 
Otherwise nothing has happened despite those newspapers' allegations and false 
news, the source of which is bad faith and bad intentions. 
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TRANSLATION 
Al-Bilad Se 
May 30, 
WE CHALLENGE 


The news published by certain Lebanese and Iraqi newspapers to the effect 
that there are serious disturbances through-out the Saudi country and that 
hundreds of liberal thinkers have been throw into jails, was received with 
astonishment by all classes of the Saudi people where every individual is enjoy- 
ing peace and security. The false news is worse as its authors knew it was false. 


What we Wrote yesterday is sufficient reply to this slanderous news, but this 
newspaper wishes to bring to light the aims which lie behind that news. Therefore, 
our correspondent interviewed a well-informed person in order to obtain from him 
an explanation of those newspapers! actions. 


This person said that some newspaper owners harbor malice against the Saudi 
country because of the peace and complete security prevailing over it, and be- 
cause of the prosperous life of the people here which enables them to devote their 
time to the great development projects which can be seen by anyveLaitor +6 this- 
country. The visitor will see a calm life wherein everyone is assured of the 
safety of his money, honor, and aims. 


Those newspapers, which have smeared thems@hves with a certain color and are 
obliged to defend certain people, are not favored with security, independence, 
nor satisfaction. ‘Therefore, these newspapers are lurking in wait to seize on 
any fault of this kingdom. They are hoping it will be beset by disturbances 
just as their countries are. 


The Saudi comtry is open to any Arab press mission chosen by the press 
syndicates of the Arab countries. They can visit our country and move through 
out it as they like in order to see and hear the alleged disturbances. 


We challenge anyone who accepts our offer also to pass through Iraq. We want 
Iraqi newsmen to obtain permission for such a mission to wander through the dif- 
ferent districts of Iraq and hear the opinion of everyone who can express the 
truth. We also want them to perform a miracle in convincing the responsible 
officials to allow the press mission to q@mter prisons and comtact thetens of 
thousands of old and young Iraqis who are the leaders of liberal Arab thinking; to 
allow the mission to speak to the thousands of officers who have been hurled into 
the darlmess of the prisons, accused nominally of being communists although guilt-~ 
less. This charge was used by the masters of these newspapers as means of oppres- 
sing those who stand as enemies of the Portsmouth Treaty and who are claiming 
independence. Those prisons are full of great army commanders who are demobilized 
because they are considered a source of danger after their noble stand in the 
Palestine war where they were instructed to do nothing in that sham excursion. 
They were sent there not to fight the Jews and liberate the Arabs but for other 
purposes which we do not want to discuss now as it is not yet the time for that, 
__They are known as those commanders of the Iraqi army who refused the disgrace of 
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wearing the medals that were given to them, They were punished by demo tatce 
and arreste 


We wonder would those newsmen accept our challenge and induce their lords to 
allow an Arab press mission to move about in Iraq and then proceed to the Saudi 
country to do the same thing. 


We say it loudly to all Arabs-in order to bring it to their attention: 
which is the independent and the secure country, and which is the one undergoing 
difficulties because tens of thausands of its sons are buried in the darimess of 
prisons? Would those Wester newspapers which have been crediting these rumors 
accept this challenge? 
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TRANSLATION 


Al-Bilad al-Saudiyah 


Royal Decree No. 5/2/35/1806, 

’ 5 Shawwal 137) (May 27, 1955) 
appointing a Chief for the 
Ikhwan al—Mujahidin 


By the help of God, me, Saud bin Abdul Aziz, 
King of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom: 


In view of the fact that the number of the Ikhwan al-Mujahidin is increasing, 
and in view of the significance of this military organization, taking into account 
its glorious history, the effectiveness of its work since the establishment of 
our kingdom, and its sacrifices on the way to glory, we have gimwen it our special 
care and appointed Abdullah bin Faisal Al-Farhan as Chief to supervise their 
affairs, to be responsible for them, and to inform us of their affairs. 


We beg God to lead him, to strengthen the position of the gaith, and to 
preserve the native land and Muslims, 


The Royal Signature 


Saud 
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lta P-the eB aa a 
i The Consulate General has recently heard that friends of Abd aledsis A iam 
fermer Director General of the lebor Department in Dammam who was ape 
3, 1955 and subsequently imprisoned in Riyadh, ect him to be rele 


The source of the infermation is Mr. Bermrd B. , American citizen cr saga worked cy 
as an engineer for two years in Rigid ani who is now pursuing a claim ageinet hie “a 
employers, the Saudi Electric Company of Riyadh. ° 


Pewitt said that he had been on close terms with Ma'ammar during the tine ~J 

the latter was in the Labor Department post. During his recent visits to Jidda and co 

in connection with his claim, Pewitt had heard news of Mu'ammar from Abd AllLak gp, 

» Director General of Petreleus and Mineral Affairs in Jidda ani from Muhammad > 
01-2004, legal Adviser and second~ranking officer in the Labor Department, Dammam. ¢ 

Both ef these men are known by Pewitt te be friends of Mu'ammar and they spoke freely (py 

to Pewitt about him and his present situation. ND 


Reviewing the bakkground of Mu'ammar's arrest, Pewitt said that some years ago fy) 
Mu'ammar was in Riyadh as the Government's representative, that he had then been ' 
transferred to the Ministry of Communications in Jidda and that in 1954 he had a 
falling out with Prince Talal and was assigned to head the Labor Department in 
Pewitt saw him several times in his pee eh Hotel room during this period. Hede- ) 
scribed Ma'ammar as having an inquiring mind (bf is an A.U.B. graduate) and as one 
who seeks to know all sides of a question. On labor affairs he had beeks dealing 
with U. 8. labor and studies on labor affairs in other countries. He also had a 
copy of Marx's Capital in his beoksheif,. 


After he had been in the labor Department post for some tine, = began OQ 

to talk to Pewitt about the "downtredden Saudis" ani to complain about the extreva~ O 
Family and the provincial governors while the average citisen = 
t= 









the country's vast oil revemes. Pewitt said that he used 
es all right to talk to him in that vein but to cutsiders it 
Pewitt believes that Miu'’ammar's attitude and perhaps some of 
t on the emnity of the Dammam Amirate and that officials there 


Accerding to Pewitt, the charges against Mu'ammar were based on a eo cae oe 
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Mu'ammar to Aleppo with 1500 riyale to have printed a pamphlet attacking King | 
Saud, Pewitt is convinced that the charges were trumped up or at least dis- 
torted to effect Mu'ammar's ouster and arrest. 


According to Pewitt, Abd Allah Tarigi told him that after the execution 
in Riyadh of one of the persons accused of plotting a revolt (this is probably 
Faisal Al Mubarak who is reported to have died in prison), it appeared as if 
Mu'ammar would be released immediately. However, he wrote a letter complaining 
about the conditions of his imprisonment and the letter eventually came into the 
hands of the King. The King then ordered Mu'ammar to be held in prison for a 
longer period. Tarigi reportediy found a humorous side to Mu'ammar's predicament 
and apparently feels that he will not be heid much longer. 


vewitt said that he asked ‘tarigi about Mu'’ammar's future, in particular 
whether he could get another government job. Tarigi.is said to have replied that 
he might in time get another job in the government, adding that Saudi's forget 
things like this in time. 


When Pewitt was to leave Jidda to take up his labor claim at the labor Depart- 
ment head office in Dammam, Tariqi gave him a sealed ietter addressed to Muhasmad 
al-Hoshan, After he had read it and befere discussing the details of his clain, 
Heshan said to Pewitt, "Any friend of Abd al-Aziz (Mu'ammar) isa friend of mine" 
and proceeded to discuss Mu'ammar's difficulties. Hoshan said, according to Pewitt, 
that he had heard that Mu'ammar had either been released from prison or wes to be 
released in the near future. 


For the Consul General: 
P| f fi f oe 
Make Jf bie y 
Theodore A. Wahl 
Vice Consul 
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